
Our family’s relationship with Ramah began when our eldest son,

Ezra, started out at Ramah Day Camp, about 10 years ago. 

For us, Ramah was initially a convenient place to send our kids to 

a Jewish day camp where they could spend time with their cousins.

Joel’s sister-in-law, Ilisa (Adler) Brown, and her siblings were all

Ramah campers, and Ilisa encouraged us to consider Ramah for

our boys.

We were impressed by the strong ruach and energy that set a 

positive mood at Ramah Day Camp, and we found the varied 

programmatic offerings attractive. The staff, under Lori’s guidance,

was highly professional yet always warm and friendly. We were 

very impressed by the seamless integration of Hebrew language and

Jewish values throughout the camp and programming. Ezra found

an easy home at Ramah, and our younger son, Jonathan, soon 

followed. The Day Camp was a great introduction to Ramah.

Ezra’s first summer at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin was a big 

transitional step, though we were supported in the decision to 

send Ezra to overnight camp by family, synagogue clergy and 

professional staff and by other families with kids up at camp. 

Our initial anxieties (would our kid ever shower or eat?) quickly

abated with the multitude of photos showing Ezra happily 

engaged in camp activities and looking (somewhat) clean. 

Ezra’s initial summer at Ramah was also our first occasion to visit

camp grounds. We were really blown away by the incredible 

communal energies binding the campers into one cohesive Jewish

extended family. All of the campers were so friendly and kind to

one another. Everyone was so steeped in Jewish ritual practice and

values, yet wore their Judaism organically and comfortably. 

We were pretty much all-in Ramahniks from that visit on.

After several more years of camp experience with both Ezra and

Jonathan, Joel was invited to join the Ramah Committee, where 

he has had the opportunity to learn more deeply about the 

tremendous personal commitments and resources that have built

and sustained Ramah. We have also made new friends who are

equally passionate about Ramah camping. 

The impact that Ramah has had on our kids – and on our family –

makes Ramah an easy focus for family Tzedakah. About 50 percent

of camper families at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin rely on some

level of financial support to make summer camp affordable, and all

camper families benefit from the built-in fee discount as a result of

the camp’s fundraising efforts and endowment, which have grown

over time through support of camper families and others deeply

connected to Ramah. The “rightness” of supporting this institution

with Tzedakah seems beyond debate or discussion.

We are also happy to provide for Ramah in our legacy planning. 

It is clear that our family’s ability to benefit from the unique 

opportunities provided by Ramah could only have been realized

through the commitments – financial and otherwise – made by

many families before us. Providing for Ramah in our estate 

planning is a simple way for us to provide for future campers for

generations to follow.

Julie Strauss and Joel Brown

Julie and Joel with sons Ezra and Jonathan at camp
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Declaration of Intent
In the Jewish tradition of sharing our blessings, I/we take deep satisfaction in declaring my/our intent to help Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin provide for the needs of future generations of Jewish children.

I/We have made provision, or

I/We will make provision to include Camp Ramah as beneficiary in: 

a bequest in my/our will a deferred lifetime gift a life insurance gift

through a trust fund and/or foundation through a retirement fund

Please add my/our name(s) to the Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society.

Print your name as you would like to be listed in the 
Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society

I/We do not want to be listed.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Signature Date

Please fax to 312.606.7136 or mail to: Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, Legacy Society, 65 East Wacker Place # 1200, Chicago IL 60601

Please consult your attorney or tax advisor for professional guidance in this area.

For additional information contact Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement, at 312.606.9316 ext. 225 or 
LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com


