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Today I Am a Fountain Pen
“Today I am a fountain pen...”  Years ago that was the tongue-in-cheek 
suggestion for opening a Bar Mitzvah speech. A fountain pen, if you don’t know, 
was, and is, a writing instrument that preceded the ball point pen. One loaded  
liquid ink into the pen, wrote until it ran out, then loaded some more. There were 
all kinds, cheap to very expensive, and a Bar Mitzvah usually received several as gifts.

When Sol Singer first imagined a southern Ramah camp in the late 1950s the 
fountain pen was the predominant instrument for writing and had been for 
nearly eighty years. When his son, Eric Singer, “discovered” our property the  
fountain pen was far less common but we were not yet all “on-line.” Now I imagine  
we would begin our Bar Mitzvah speech with “Today I am an iPod!”

Our very own Ramah Darom, which has now reached the age of Bar Mitzvah, is a reflection of the  
progression from fountain pen to iPod:  our facilities are impressive, modern, and a far cry from what our 
parents and grandparents called “camp.” Yet while the facilities of camp have adapted and changed with 
the times, our programs continue the classic and important basics of camp, and continue the important 
and timeless lessons that shape us and define us as a community and as Jews.

Many, many people have poured themselves, their hearts, their energies and their resources into creating 
Ramah Darom and into making it the outstanding institution it is today. From the first summer, when 
construction vehicles were rolling out even as camper buses were rolling in, when the sky looked as it 
must have to Noah 6,000 years ago, when that first group experienced a summer that will forever be 
unique and special, Darom has benefited from a loyal, devoted and caring staff and lay leadership and 
the support of a growing community. As you read the testimonials of those whose reflections grace this 
Annual Report you will be moved, as we are, by how Ramah Darom has touched us all. In this, our Bar 
Mitzvah year, we can recognize that Ramah Darom has truly become a vital, contributing part of our  
Jewish community.

Rabbi Tarfon said, “You are not required to complete the task, neither are you free to neglect it.” That phrase 
speaks to me more than any other in our literature. In Ramah Darom we, together, have created some-
thing wonderful and something that gives us great nachas. Yet like any Bar Mitzvah boy, it remains full of 
promise, a living, growing, entity, whose potential is still to be realized and expanded upon. We are not 
finished and hopefully, with the help of Rebono Shel Olam, we will never be finished enhancing the ways 
in which Ramah Darom enriches our lives.

To all of us, the proud parents of this remarkable Bar Mitzvah, a hearty Mazel Tov!

– Julian Brook, President

Arlene Mitchell 
Member, Ramah Darom Board of Directors

The creation of Ramah Darom has been 

critically important for children from 

small southern Jewish communities like 

Mobile. Ramah Darom brings together 

Jewish children from all over the  

Southeast, giving them the opportunity 

to meet other kids just like themselves.  

It allows them to take home a strong  

Jewish feeling that they can be proud of.  

I am proud to know that [my husband]

Bubba and I had a part in Ramah  

Darom’s creation. Bubba always said it 

was his proudest achievement.
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Our Journey Up Persimmon Road
I first heard about Ramah Darom over 15 years ago at my shul, Beth David, in 
Greensboro. Rabbi Havivi set out brochures describing a magnificent facility 
to be built in the mountains of Northeast Georgia. With much encouragement 
from Rabbi Havivi, my wife and I signed our 11-year old daughter up for  
session Bet of the first season in 1997. When opening day came we joined 
a caravan of cars from Greensboro, including the Rabbi and his family, and 
trekked to Clayton and the excitement of a first year at camp.

I vividly remember slogging up the last mile and a half to camp on the  
muddiest road I’d ever been on in my life.  At that moment I doubted the wisdom of being on that 
path. We had a vision of where we were headed but we didn’t know what we would find when, and 
(looking at all that mud) if, we got there. But we had friends in front of us and friends behind us and 
together we kept going. When we finally arrived we found the most beautiful place we had ever seen.

That trip up Persimmon Road is a perfect metaphor for the journey it took to create this special place.  
The visionaries who imagined and built Ramah Darom had the perseverance and forbearance to forge 
their way down difficult paths and overcome every obstacle. Like our parent caravan that first summer, 
there were friends at the front leading the way, and friends at the back pushing and supporting. On the 
occasion of our Bar Mitzvah year, we remain inspired by what they achieved and, even more, by what 
Ramah Darom has become.

We offer praise for the blessing of reaching this time, of being present to see, touch and feel what 
Ramah Darom has accomplished. Every one of us who has given something of themselves to help 
raise this “child”, every one of us whose life has been touched by this “child” has been enriched and 
rewarded by the experience. In raising Ramah Darom we have made a lasting difference in our world.  
In Ramah Darom we have created something meaningful – a powerful and remarkable community.

We celebrate a Bar Mitzvah in which the Bar Mitzvah is the giver, rather than the recipient, of gifts. Each 
of us who has come to know Ramah Darom has been rewarded with deep and enduring relationships. 
I’ve heard it said, and I know it is true, that it is in these relationships that God’s presence is truly revealed.

As we pause to say Shehecheyanu, we look forward to a future in which we continue to expand and 
enlarge our community, the depth of the relationships we make, and our impact on Jewish life.  
Thank you for helping to raise Ramah Darom, and thank you in advance for your ongoing support.

– Frederick R. Levick, CEO

Eric Singer 
Founding President

Ramah Darom is a nexus of the values, history 

and passions that I hold dear. It is a global 

village that characterizes the far flung Jewish 

communities of the South that come together 

at important times to form a larger ‘kahal,’ 

community. Paradoxically, it also represents 

a very specific and uniquely beautiful place 

in the natural world that is spiritually elevat-

ing and inspiring. Finally, it represents time, 

memory and the dreams that have filled my 

life before and after that fateful day in  

Charlotte, fifteen years ago, when Ramah 

Darom began to crystallize into the reality it is 

today and the promise it holds for the future.
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Camp Ramah Darom Highlights of 2009
In June of 1997, Bloomsbury Publishing released a book titled “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone,” the very first of J.K. Rowling’s novels which captivated the imagination of readers in its 
depiction of a world of spells and wands, flying broomsticks and written correspondence sent 
via owl.  That same summer, Ramah Darom opened its doors for the first time, welcoming 
Jewish children from throughout the Southeast to an experience every bit as magical – where 
Jewish learning is fun and Jewish celebration is joyous and deeply meaningful. Thirteen years 
later, that magic continues to permeate every dimension of the Ramah Darom experience.

Our 2009 season was filled with extraordinary challenges, but the collective efforts of our  
leadership at all levels ensured that our Camp was just as “enchanted” as ever. We are proud to 
share some highlights from the season. It is harder to quantify the incremental Jewish growth and identity 
development that takes place in the children and young adults who spend the summer with us. All of them, 
however, can attest to the magic of Ramah Darom, to the wonderment and excitement that they feel in a place 
where Jewish life comes alive, and to the lasting impact that 4 short weeks can have on a Jewish soul.  

n  745 children from 570 families engaged in identity development, personal growth, and celebration of Jewish 
life at Camp Ramah Darom.

n 84 rising 11th graders participated in the Gesher Leadership Development Program – our largest group ever!

n 30 rising 4th graders attended our week long “Taste of Ramah” program.

n  Four goats, along with chickens, rabbits, and other animals, were introduced to Camp as part of the expand-
ing farming program; campers learned how to milk the goats and make their own cheese and yogurt.

n  In the specialty clinic programs, 391 children played and performed with visiting coaches and artists 
(including basketball, football, tennis, volleyball, storytelling, mural painting, and rap music production), 
made possible through the generosity of The Abraham A. Mitchell Endowment Fund for Recreational and 
Athletic Program Excellence at Camp Ramah Darom.

n 54 Campers made their own tefilin with renowned artist Noah Greenberg through the Kesher Tefilin Project.

n  Campers from the Nivonim aidah (10th grade) built and installed a new Aron Kodesh and Torah reading table 
in the moadon, which features creative interpretations of the creation story and the motif of the Shamir, 
a creature described in Talmudic legend.  

n  At 46 strong, our delegation of Israeli staff members was the most talented and energetic that we have ever 
had at Ramah Darom.

n 21 families attended Family Camp, featuring artist-in-residence and professional comedian Joel Chasnoff.

n  17 families attended Camp Yofi, a family camp which embraces children with autism; this year at Camp Yofi, 
we celebrated the B’nai Mitzvah of 5 campers with autism.

n  7 communities danced with Ruti Naim and Jeff Hast as Ramah Darom’s “End of Summer Dance Tour” 
swept through the Southeast.  

Vivian and David Steinborn 
Camper Parents

We started going to Ramah Darom 

seven years ago as “Family Campers” 

when our daughter was four. Since then 

we have been to three family camps and 

four Passovers. Amanda has gone from 

Taste of Ramah to being a first session 

camper for the past two summers.  

Ramah has exceeded our expectations 

in all ways and has been an opportunity 

for us all to meet Jews well beyond our 

town’s borders. Thank you for  

everything!

Geoff Menkowitz,  
Director  
Camp Ramah Darom



Ramah Darom Annual Report 2009 | Page 3

Tumbling Waters Retreat and Conference Center  
2009 Highlights

Even before Ramah Darom’s founders identified its gorgeous mountain home, they dreamed of establishing 
a year-round spiritual center. In addition to housing a vibrant summer camp driven by Ramah values, the 
campus would draw Jews of all ages with opportunities to learn, gather and celebrate throughout the rest  
of the year. 

Having reached our Bar Mitzvah year, we proudly celebrate the progress we’ve made toward actualizing 
our vision of an experiential, educational village at Tumbling Waters Retreat and Conference Center.  
In 2009, Tumbling Waters emerged as a premier event and meeting venue, and was even recognized as 
the “Official Best Conference Resort of Georgia” (theofficialbestof.com). The environment at Tumbling 
Waters encourages families, businesses and organizations to share ideas, grow relationships and forge 
new bonds in an uplifting setting outside of their day-to-day lives. Our campus offers an ideal backdrop 
for development, growth and celebration all year long. 

For example, in October 2009, Robin and Jerry Tolochko brought their family and friends to Ramah Darom for a beautiful 
outdoor wedding. Robin recently told us, “Jerry and I reminisce often about that wonderful weekend at Tumbling Waters.  
It was absolutely magical.” We’re delighted that businesses, synagogues, youth groups and families continue to discover and 
rediscover the “magical” experience awaiting them at Tumbling Waters.  

Our accomplishments in 2009 include:

n  Expanded partnerships and hosted a variety of Jewish educational experiences like the first annual LimmudFest on Labor 
Day weekend, the USCJ Women’s Retreat, the  fifth annual Hillel International Engagement Institute, and a Spirituality  
Retreat with Neshama Carlebach, organized by the Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta.

n  Hosted a number of “new” synagogues and schools from throughout the Southeast – some with Darom alumni and 
campers, and some newly indoctrinated!

n  Enhanced on-site communication and business services, including 24/7 access to guest services. 

n  Added a full-time Executive Chef, and expanded our already renowned food to include customized menus.

n  Partnered with programming and activity resources, enabling us to offer a wide range of services and curricula 
to our guests.

n  Developed expertise in special events, and had the pleasure of hosting several weddings and a Bar Mitzvah in 2009. 

n  Welcomed a record 3,300 unique guests to Tumbling Waters.

n  Shared our Passover vacation with 60 families from throughout the country and Israel, who engaged in a unique 
holiday experience offering uninterrupted time to learn, play, eat and relax with family and friends. 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 
Passover Scholar-in-Residence 

Ramah Darom epitomizes 

what I would like all Jewish life 

to be like, filled with faith and 

yet intellectually challenging, 

a commitment to Judaism’s 

ethics, the practice of rituals in 

a way that spreads a feeling of 

holiness, and immensely kind. 

All the rest is commentary.

Andrea Proser, 
Director
Tumbling Waters 
Retreat and  
Conference Center 
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Financial Overview
Amid the most significant economic downturn in decades, our operating goals for FY09 were optimistic –  
to sustain camp enrollment, to grow Tumbling Waters’ volume and revenues, and to increase annual giving to 
support scholarships and assistance for more families. 

While the year proved to be more challenging than we could foretell – including the outbreak of H1N1 influenza 
during camp’s first session and major illness to several critical year-round staff members – we persevered and 
triumphed.

In spite of our first operating loss since our start-up years we are proud of our achievements. Nearly 800 children 
attended Camp Ramah, and our Gesher group of 83 campers was the largest in our history. We were one of the 
first camps nationally affected by the flu outbreak, but we sustained our camp program without interruption 
or major loss of enrollment. The growth of Tumbling Waters activity was significant, including growing overall 
guest days by 42%, despite a 26% decline in Passover guest days. We increased the number of donors to our  
Annual Fund by 93%, and distributed over 46% more in financial assistance compared to FY08.

In this new fiscal year the economy remains stagnant and the impact of job loss and uncertainty is still affecting 
us all. We are committed to our core goals of building and strengthening meaningful Jewish community, and 
finding creative ways to adapt to the economic environment while continuing to serve our constituents.

Source of Camp Tuition Income

Breakdown of Local Tuition  
Assistance

Tumbling Waters Rentals

Percentage of Campers  
Receiving Financial Aid 

Tumbling Waters achieved significant 
growth in rental guest days , by 78 percent 
over Fiscal Year 2008.

 10/1/08 – 9/30/09

OPERATING REVENUES  

 Camp Tuition and Fees $ 3,515,136

 Tumbling Waters Retreat Center Income   698,268

 Contributions, Grants and Other Income   503,426

 Less Financial Aid  (588,185)

   $ 4,128,645

OPERATING EXPENSE $ 4,384,844 

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS $ (256,199)

64%

26%

3% 7%

Synagogue

Federation

Foundation for 
Jewish Camp

Other Local Sources

76%

11%

13%

Parent Tuition Payments

Local Community 
Assistance

Ramah Darom
Assistance

46%

54%

Campers Receiving 
Financial Aid

Campers Paying 
Full Tuition

Other Rentals

Passover

Jewish Rentals

FY 2008 FY 2009

8,000

6,000

4,000
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Thank You to Our Donors
Gifts made between October 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009

Annual Fund
Anonymous (7) 

Cindy Abbinati

Laura and Mark Abramson

Leah Weintraub and Greg Adams

Adas Yeshurun Synagogue 

Adelson Family Foundation 

Niva and Jack Alboukrek

Lorena Lewy-Alterbaum and Robert 
 Alterbaum

Sara Alterman

Barbara and Arthur Altman

Marianne and Eric Altschul

Caren and Larry Appel

Dorita and Hal Arnold

Dolores and Harold Arnovitz

Mindy Aronin

Gil Atzmon

Meryl and Freddy Avni

Lillie and Michael Axelrod

Richard Bailys

Marcy and James Baker

Tami and Jim Baldinger

Robin and Jeffrey Balser

Rochelle and Marshall Baltuch

Lisa and Michael Banov

Devorah Lissek and Josh Barash

Phyllis Barash

Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or

Anne and Scott Bayme

Rachel and Simon Beck

Rabbi Judith and Stan Beiner

Mercedes Benhamo

The Gerald & Vicki Benjamin Charitable  
 Foundation, Inc. 

The Philip and Marilyn Benjamin Family 
 Philanthropic Foundation, Inc. 

Gabriela Siegel and Morris Benveniste

Debbie and Jonathan Berger

Tess and Jonathan Berger

Karen and Martin Berger

Andrea and Michael Berger

Sylvia and Mike Berkelhammer

Martha and Barry Berlin

Melissa and Michael Bernstein

Peggy and Rick Bernstein

Lillian and Irving Bienstock

Linda Alexander and Geoffrey Bloomfield

Leann and Michael Blue

Leah and Ted Blum

Ted Blum and Allen Altman

   Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Elaine and Jerry Blumenthal

Mindy Goldberg and Mark Blumenthal

Sarah and Michael Book

Karen and Alan Borden

Rabbi Geoffrey Botnick

Barbara and Scott Brande

Sarise and Stuart Breidbart

Lori and Ed Brenner

Carla Bromberg

Adrienne and Julian Brook

Myra and Daniel Brown

Rachel Brown

Lisa and Barry Bukstein

Rabbi Faith Cantor

Anne and Jim Carrigan

Vicki and Jason Cathcart

Wayne Cave

Marilyn and Robert Chandler

Ellen and Jon Channing

Lynn and Adam Chernin

The Jack Chester Foundation 

Linda and Rabbi Alan Cohen

Beth and Don Cohen

Judith and Elliott Cohen

Renee and Jonathan Cohen

Laure and Mark Cohen

Tova and Mark Cohen

Marla Cohen

Lisa and Sherman Cohen

Aliza and Brad Cohn

Robin and Ben Colonomos

Congregation Beth Israel 

Congregation Gan Eden

Congregation Gesher L’Torah 

Caryn and Steven Corenblum

Rennette Corenswet

Sheri and Ed Coven

Valerie and Brian Dacks

Marion and Ira Daitzman

Valerie Amsterdam and Kevin Daniels

Randy and Ken David

Barbara and Jerry Levin 
Camper Grandparents

We are so proud of Camp Ramah  

Darom! It was a dream over 16 years ago 

to have a Jewish camp in the South.  

We can remember its inception and 

opening. The results are phenomenal – 

both the physical environment and the 

positive Jewish atmosphere. We have 

had seven grandsons attend Camp  

Ramah Darom from the camp’s first 

year up through 2010. Our grandsons 

take pride in their heritage and have 

lifelong Jewish friends from around the 

region. It’s pure nachas when our 

grandchildren return home each  

summer and say, “Poppy and Grammy,  

sign me up again next year!” 
Robin Wertheim and Jerry Tolochko hosted a 
beautiful, FUN wedding weekend at Tumbling 
Waters in October 2009.  Photo by Phil Skinner.
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Ruth Davidoff

Cherryl and Chad Davis

Sheri and Daniel Davis

Lynn and Robert Delaney

Jill and Ted Deutch

Dana and Jeffrey Ditesheim

Clarissa and Ben Doochin

Jennifer and Michael Dzik

Carol Edelson

Gay Levine Eisen

Michael Eisner

Julie and David Ellison

Empire Bakery Equipment, Inc.

Adriana and Jeff Epstein

Sheryl Erez

Sharon and Lee Estroff

Etz Chaim Men’s Club 

Barbara and Rabbi Murray Ezring

Stephen Feinberg

Wei and David Feinstein

Dede and David Feldman

Ana and Moises Feldman

Cantor David Feuer

Cheryl and Edward Finkel

Judy and Paul Finkel

Sandra and Steven Finkelman

Marcy Bass and Scott Fisher

Donna Goldman and Mayer Fishman

Marianne and Alan Fixelle

Elaine and Frank Flasterstein

Vicki and Rabbi Ira Flax

Beth and Michael Fleet

Lisa and Randy Fleisher

JoAnn Pizer-Fox and Stanley Fox

Sara and Robert Franco

S. W. Frankenthal Memorial Foundation, 
 Inc. 

Brenda and Fred Friedman

Gloria and Geoff Frisch

Rosa and Neal Ganon

Shelley and Bruce Gaynes

Susan and Gary Gendzier

Debra Gershowitz

Barbara Levin and Joshua Gettinger

Pam and Howard Gibbs

Anita and Abe Gilner

Jodie and Rabbi Michael Gisser

Lorraine Glass

Rabbi Brian Glusman

Barbara and Michael Goldberg

Heather Schlozman and Robert Golder

Barbara and Robert Goldfarb

Sandra and Eric Goldman

Doris and Jeffrey Goldstein

Doris and Martin Goldstein

Annette and Michael Goldstein

Judy and Daniel Goodman

Minda and Neil Gordon

Cheryl and Scott Gordon

Dana and Scott Gorelick

Nancy and Randy Gorod

Shari Gottlieb

Alizah and Elliot Greenberg

Aleza and Jay Greene

Marla and Bradley Gross

Shelly and Larry Gross

Steve Hager

Miriam and Arie Halachmi

Rinah and Norman Hamburger

Lotte and Leo Hamilton

Annette and Andrew Harris

Hartman, Simons, Spielman and  
 Wood, LLP

Sanford Hartman

Mary and Steve Haskins

Lawrence Hast

Daniel Havivi

Rabbi Eliezer Havivi

Becky and David Heller

Hannah and Colin Helman

Esther and Marc Hendler

The Henry Hindin Foundation 

Eve and Jonathan Herman

Barbara and Sandy Herman

Frank Herrmann

Phyllis and Andrew Herz

Debra and William Hicks

Carol and Steve Himmelstein

The Henry and Etta Raye Hirsch Heritage 
 Foundation 

Jennifer and Jay Hochman

The HR Group 

Jodi and David Ijac

Laura and David Ilan

Batsheva and Gilad Iluz

Fran and Robert Immerman

Robert Ingle

Ilisa and Steven Iskowitz

Sandy and Larry Ivers

Jack Jacobsen

Jan and Kenny Jaffe

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta 

Hannah Gutterman 
Alumna

What do I love most about Ramah?   

The close-knit community.  

The commitment to helping others.  

The educational inspiration that  

inspired me to turn my passion  

for Judaism into my career. I am  

forever grateful to the incredible staff 

and campers of Ramah Darom for  

helping me find my place in the  

Jewish world.

Nachshonim boys hang out and get ready to climb.
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Dr. Mitchell and Aileen Josephs

Karen and Ben Kahn

Natalie and Jay Kaiman

Adi Kalika

Ronald Kantor

Tobee and Leonard Kaplan

Sally and Phil Kaplan

Hazel and Herbert Karp

Susan and Steven Kass

Shari and Steven Kasten

Karen Katims

Bill Katz

Hallie Katz

Janet and Paul Katz

Robin and Steve Katz

Elissa and Thomas Katz

Marcie and Harry Katzen

David Katzman

Robin Katzman

Maxine and Milton Kaufman

Amy and Mitchell Kaye

Melissa and Rabbi Paul Kerbel

Leah Stolar and Bruce Kessler

Alice Ammerman and Thomas Keyserling

Rabbi Samuel Kieffer

Jessica and Sam Kimelman

The Charles & Esther L. Kimerling  
 Charitable Foundation 

Nancy and Robert Kipnis

Lori and Ron Kirschner

Annette and Art Kirshner

Debbie Banks and Garry Kitay

Sheryl and Tony Klein

Marcie and Barry Koffler

Sherryl and Howard Kohr

Elaine and Alan Kolodkin

Marty and Evan Koplin

Joshua Kosoy

Anne and Harvey Krautman

Abraham. J. Kravtin

Sheri and Jimmy Krell

Elaine and David Krueger

Cantor Mark Kula

Jeanney and Steve Kutner

Mia and Cliff Lamm

Millie and Gary Lander

Irene and Stewart Lantz

Helaine and Andy Lasky

Eleanor and Gerald Laub

Bradley Laye

Lazorpoint 

Adina and Jerry Leach

Alison and Alan Lebovitz

Lauren and Michael Lebovitz

Rene Lehrberger

Gila and Samuel Lehrer

Idel and Howard Leibowitz

Eric Lerner

Alison and Mark Lerner

Amy Sanders and Matthew Levey

Marcia Goldstein and Frederick R. Levick

Janice and David LeVine

Francine and Dennis LeVine

Julie Levine

Carolyn and Larry Levine

Rita and Michael LeVine

Natalie and Milton Levine

Fran and Steven Levine

Karen and Ira Levinsky

Peter Levinson

Phyllis and Philip Levy

Linda and Robert Levy

Helene and Stuart Lieberman

Hazzan William Lieberman

Sharon and Alan Lightstone

Deana and Seth Linfield

Corinne and Jesse Lipnick

Susan and Don Lockenbach

Pam and Joseph Lubeck

Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner

Rose and Abe Luski

Jerald Labovitz 
Founding Board Member

Ramah Darom has been an essential part of 
my family’s life. All four of my children have 

attended Camp Ramah Darom and their words 
speak for themselves: “It was an experience 

that shaped my childhood.”  

“Different people are proud of different  
attributes that define who they are.  

I am proud to be a Ramahnik.”  

“From learning about our tradition to  
understanding the invisible thread that links all  

Jews together, Ramah Darom is the basis of  
the Jewish identity I have today.” 

As a parent and a founding board member,  
I am very thankful to see our collective  

dream come to fruition with the creation  
of Ramah Darom. 

College students at Hillel’s Engagement Institute join in a lively debate with Wayne Firestone,  
President and CEO of Hillel.
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Rabbi Jacob Luski

Bonnie and Art Lustig

Joanie and Craig Lustig

Suzanne and Paul Lynch

Jamie and Jonathan Lyons

Audrey Madans

Barbara and Jerome Magdovitz

Jill and Hugh Mainzer

Rebecca Gurk and Stuart Mangel

Jodi and Ross Mansbach

The Marcus Foundation 

Deborah and Scott Margol

Amy and David Margolis

Caryn Hertz and Lawrence Marks

Beth and Michael Marks

Allison and Evan Marowitz

Barbara and Ted Mayden

Elise Lipoff Mayer and Jonathan Mayer

Lynette and J.B. Mazer

Sondra and Sheldon Mazursky

Claire and Mike Meadow

Laura and Ben Meisler

Debbie Meline

Rabbi Joseph Menashe

Carmen and Steve Mendelson

Elana and Geoffrey Menkowitz

Andrea Mesoznik

Roberta and Bill Meyerson

Judith Michaelson

Debra and Scott Michaud

Geniene and Dale Miller

Cheryl and David Miller

Betty and Malcolm N. Minsk

Mitchell & Shapiro LLP 

Arlene Mitchell

Mauri and Alan Mizrahi

Bunny and David Moff

Iva and Brad Morris

Marnie and Brian Nadolne

Cantor Diane Nathanson

Susan and Jeffrey Neadle

Karen and Hank Needle

Amy and Scott Newell

James Noschese

Marilyn and Herbert Notowich

Ruth and Bill Nowack

Lisa and Sam Olens

The Orloff Family Philanthropic Fund 

Debbie and Brian Orol

Isanne and Kevin Ossey

Marcelle and Allan Oxman

Michelle and Tom Parlo

Frances Pensler

Lisa and Arthur Perlen

Rabbi Gary Perras

Amy and Aryeh Pessah

Chantelle and David Petrou

Rabbi Shalom Plotkin

Nell Poolos

Elizabeth and Matthew Portnoy

Fran and Mark Pressman

Bonnie and Elliot Price

Providence Bank 

Norma and Paul Raphael

Dora and Max Rattes

Theresa and Jan Rawecki

Debbie and Robert Regent

Karen and Cary Reich

Laurie and Marc Reiskind

Marlene Rhine

Marla and Scot Rich

Janet Richmond

Linda Ripps

Denise McLaughlin and Michael  
 Robinowitz

Ronna and Jeff Robinson

Judy and Shai Robkin

Cantor Allan Robuck

Sheri and Jerry Rosenbaum

Lisa and Marvin Rosenbaum

Susan Ticker and Hazzan Henry  
 Rosenblum

Carol and Martin Rosenblum

Sharon and Jed Rosenfeld

Lorraine and Ronald Rosengarten

Miriam and Jacob Rosensweig

Shelli Bank and Michael Rosenzweig

Gabe Rosner

Geri Roth

Wendy and Mark Rothman

Iris and Jonathan Rotker

Sharona and Rabbi Aaron Rubinstein

Dan Ruda

Lisa and Steve Rudner

Marcelle and Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick

Leslie and Edwin Rusgo

Joanne Levine and Noah Sabin

Patricia and Howard Sachs

Ruthi and Gene Sacks

Rabbi Susan Tendler and Ross Sadoff

Diane and Robert Salamon

Sheri Samotin

Susan and Rabbi Neil Sandler

The Saul Family Donor Advised Fund

Harriet and Don Schaffer

Samantha and Andrew Schiff

Heather and Joseph Schimmel

Meralee and Sidney Schlusselberg

Stacy and Rick Schneid

Sheila and Stan Schwartz

Jeff Hast 
Alumnus 

For the past thirteen years,  

Ramah Darom has proudly been my 

home away from home. Growing up  

as a camper, counselor and Rosh Aidah 

has led me to a future in teaching.  

I have shared my love for Darom  

with countless numbers of friends,  

family, and campers.

Kayaking to the finish on Yom Sport!
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Talya and David Schwarzer

Rabbi Jack Segal

Diane and Herb Seloff

Mitchell Shadowitz

Ellen Braitman and David Shapiro

Dr. and Mrs. Philip Shapiro

Terry Sharp

Shawn Sager and Harlan Shays

Sharon and Laurence Shear

Anne Shearer

Barbara Sherman-Hill

Lisa and Bill Sholk

Miriam and Lawrence Sichel

Danielle and Jonathan Siegel

Cindy and Dan Siegler

Abbe Rosenbaum and Luis Silberwasser

Fern Silvers

Marci Gelman and Joel Silvershein

Susan and Glenn Simon

Cheryl and Paul Simonoff

Mr. Robert D. Simons 
  Hartman, Simons, Spielman and  

Wood, LLP

Eric Singer

Ruth Sklar

Andrea Seidel Slomka and Howie Slomka

Lynne Borsuk and Robert Smulian

Jacob Snider

Gary E. Snyder

Debbie and Mark Sokolov

Sheila and Ken Sonnenschein

Audra Kaplan and Alan Spellberg

David Spielman

Yael and Eli Spielman

Gail and Ephraim Spielman

Alan Stein

Leslie and Ira Stein

Estelle and Eugene Steinberg

Amy Davidson and Norman Steinberg

Vivian and David Steinborn

Jacquelyn and Chuck Stern

Sara and Louis Stern

Jerry Sternberg

Janet Kodras and Bruce Stiftel

Beth and Stephen Stillitano

Shari Yudenfreund-Sujka and Stan Sujka

Janet and Philip Sunshine

Denise and Alan Sussman

Lynn and Bob Sustak

Judith and Barry Swartz

Nirit and Marc Swerdloff

Rebecca and Rabbi Loren Sykes

The Moris and Lillian Tabacinic Charitable 
 Fund 

Bonnie Taepakdee

Vivian White and Bob Teel

Barbara and Stuart Teichman

Temple Israel 

Temple Israel Sisterhood 

Fawn and Elan Tenenbaum

Frances Ticker

Lisa and Edward Titen

Cheri and Marc Titlebaum

Jean and James Toner

Paula and Paul Udell

Beth and Ira Uretzky

Rebecca and Moshe Usadi

Andi and Neill Videlefsky

Renee and Searle Videlefsky

Ellen and Sam Waldman

Terri Walker

Rae and Paul Wallach

Kevin Walsh

Steven Warren

Erna Waxman

Barbara and Jeff Weener

Ellen and Charles Weil

Karen and Howard Weil

Rabbi Stefan Weinberg

Amy and Steven Weinberg

Lisa and David Weiner

Janice and Ron Weiner

Linda and Michael Weinroth

Phyllis and Stephen Weiss

Ava and Irwin Weitz

Sylvia and Jeffrey Wenger

Melinda and Steve Wertheim

Hedy and Daniel Whitebook

Barbara and Glenn Wieting

Debra Winter

Deborah and Stuart Wiston

Nancy Wittenstein

Ilene and Peter Wohlgemuth

Bobbie Wright

Paul Yarish

Aliza Yellin-Lerner

The Yiddish Club of the Ladies of Delray 

Carol and Larry Young

Ronnie and Howard Zandman

Judy and Robert Zeisler

Beth and Bruce Zeitlin

Amy and Todd Zeldin

Lori and Sam Zelony

Kacie Zemel

Ellen and Seth Zimmer

Hazzan Henry Rosenblum 
Passover Rosh Tefilah

Ramah has been part of my life since  

I was 13 and attended Ramah in Nyack, 

New York when it was an overnight 

camp. Ramah in the Berkshires helped 

shape me as a Jew with role models like 

Chaim Potok as my Rosh Aidah, and 

is where I met the woman who would 

become my wife. Ramah Darom was the 

place where I was given the chance to 

put my musical imprint on a new  

generation of campers, and has now 

blossomed into a long relationship as  

“Rosh Tefilah” for Passover. Ramah 

Darom is where I return each year  

to nurture my Jewish soul.  

!ours vnrc vtcv vbav

Next year at Ramah Darom!

Green team shows spirit on Yom Sport!
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Yud-Gimel Club
The Yud-Gimel Club is a special giving  
opportunity in which Ramah Darom  
campers can participate during their Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah year.  Yud-Gimel Club participants 
support scholarship for camper families.

Nadav Havivi

Noa Havivi

Eli Mansbach

Talia Mayden

Courtney Olensky

Sarah Schneid

Jacob Silberman

Mia Spigelman

Grandparent Giving in  
Support of the Annual Fund
Anonymous (1)

Sara and Abe Atzmon

Leonara Baar

Hope and Les Barnett

Marilyn Benjamin

Arlene Bierman

Ella and Jerome Bloom

Paula Blue

Janet and Martin Bookspan

Mr. and Mrs. Leigh Brody

Shirley and Howard Carasik

Barbara Cohen

Marion and Herb Cohen

Shirley and Mark Cohen

Phyllis and Sid Cohen

Bess and Arnold Cotton

Sara and Marshall Duke

Aleen and David Epstein

Ethel and Dennis Field

Marsha and Marvin Fish

Maxine and Allen Fried

Beverly and August Gabel

Stanley Gold

Beverly and Jack Goldberg

Barbara and Lou Gorod

Marcia and Louis Gottlieb

Sylvia Gross

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Gruen

Hanna Hamburger

Anita and Bill Heller

Margie and Bob Kohn

Rita Krell

Gloria and Ira Kupferberg

Milton Lasky

Betty and Charles Lebovitz

Barbara and Jerry Levin

Mimi Levin

Carol and Earl Linch

Bernice Luskey

Arlene and Gary Lustig

Shirley Mangel

Lynn and Charles Mansbach

Carol Marglin

Deborah and Smokey Miller

Renee and Robert Moses

Lorraine Wolch and Donald Onimus

Lore and Ernest Oppenheim

Sandy and Herb Porath

Jan and Jerry Potash

Rhea and Harry Rein

Arlene and Edwin Reiskind

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Robuck

Miriam and Rabbi Moshe  
 Rubinstein

The Ruttenberg Family  
 Foundation 

Betty and Hy Sandler

Sylvia and Gene Sands

Eleanor Sapolsky

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Schneid

Lois and George Schneider

Joyce and Bob Schreiber

Martin Schulman

Nancy Shanken

Phyllis Shavin

Irene and Norman Sholk

Herman Siegel

Barbara and Sherwin Sokolov

Sue and William Spellberg

Pearl Spielman

Judith and Alvin Stein

Gladys Teitelbaum

Lynda and Richard Walker

Lenore Weinberg

Sondra Weiss

Carla Willenzik

Mary and Simon Wojnowich

Doris and Richard Wolff

Devorah Zlochower 
Camp Yofi Parent

We are no strangers to the organized 

Jewish community. My husband is the 

dean of an Orthodox rabbinical school 

and I have taught in modern  

Orthodox high schools and directed 

full-time learning at Drisha Institute. 

Without a doubt, Camp Yofi is the 

single most important Jewish experi-

ence that our family shares. It is at Yofi 

that we learn and pray together in a 

setting of total acceptance, where our 

children become vital members of the 

Jewish community. Yofi is our oasis, 

our source of strength and our  

challenge to the rest of the Jewish  

community – yes, you can create 

 a vibrant, inclusive Judaism –  

Yofi does.

Groom Michael Chiert beaming as guests celebrate his 
marriage in our dining hall.  Photo by Tim Harman.

Davening is a moving experience on the 
Mirpeset Tefilah overlooking the lake.
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Camp Yofi
Martyn Caplin

Greta Deerson

Sara and Marshall Duke

Feldman Family Foundation 

Myrna Fistel

Rhoda and Wayne Fleisig

Hagai Li-Or Hamburger

Ruth Heitin

Jewish Federation of Columbus, Inc. 

Marcie and Barry Koffler

Devorah Zlochower and Dov Linzer

Felicia and Scott Littky

The Marcus Foundation 

Amy and Jeremy Melker

Lauren Mitchell

Ruti Naim

Wendy and Michael Rosen

Diane and Adam Safer

Cyndi Sue and Peter Scher

Lisa and Tim Shaw

The Barry and Judy Silverman  
 Foundation, Inc.  

Sherry Thaler

Elaine and Joel Ticatch

Barbara Wade

Leslie and Helio Zwi

Capital Campaign
Caren and Larry Appel

Gayle and David Bailys

R. H. Bluestein and Company 

Andrea and Bruce Braffman

Sonya and David Cohen

Lauren Estrin and Andy Deutsch 

DuBow Family Foundation 

Marc and Caryn Dunn

Sue and Fred Eaglstein

S.W. Frankenthal Memorial Foundation, 
 Inc. 

Richard Elliott Friedman

H. Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

Madeline Hecht 

Carol and Steve Himmelstein

Larry Jaffe

Carole and Sidney Kirschner

Marcie and Barry Koffler

Deborah and Jonathan Lauter

The Levenson Charitable Fund

Rabbi Shalom and Cindy Lewis

Michelle and Drew Margol 

Jill and Dan Pankowsky 

Wendy and Fred Pozin

Ruth and Peter Pressman

Laurie and Marc Reiskind

Ellen and Alan Rosner

The Robert Russell Memorial Foundation 

Sylvia and Gene Sands

Wendy and Jeffrey Sapolsky

Barbara and Michael Schneider

Selevan Family Foundation 

Diane Sembler 

Shorstein Family Foundation 

Judy and Stephen Silverman

Steven Warren

Elyse and Joshua Whitman

Zimmerman Family Foundation

Phyllis and Edward Zissman 

In-Kind and Operating Gifts
Eric Lerner

Debra and Scott Michaud

Lori and Barry Ripps

The George, Joan and Jack Shuster  
 Foundation, Inc. 

Amy Wasser

Retreat Center
Anonymous (1)

Phyllis and Sid Cohen

Janice Wolf and Barry Etra

Lynn and Murray Friedman 

Betsy Gard

Rabbi Nechama Goldberg

Fran and Robert Immerman

Abraham. J. Kravtin

Laura Lewis

Ruthi and Gene Sacks

Ronnie and Howard Zandman

Basketball is just one aspect of the comprehensive sports program at Camp Ramah Darom.

Campers enjoy the expanded farming program.
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Ramah Darom gratefully acknowledges the generous support of individuals and foundations  
that have made gifts between October 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009.  

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report.  We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
If you have a correction, please notify Melissa Kerbel at 678-996-2831 or mkerbel@ramahdarom.org.

Ramah Darom deeply appreciates the generosity and support of its donors.

Endowment
The following made gifts towards program  
enhancements and facility maintenance

The Sandra and Leon Levine  
Endowment Fund 
The Leon Levine Foundation 
 Sandra and Leon Levine

The Abraham A. Mitchell Endowment 
Fund for Recreational and Athletic  
Program Excellence at Camp Ramah 
Darom
Abraham Mitchell

The Mayer “Bubba” Mitchell Legacy Fund
Tobee and Leonard Kaplan

Ben May Charitable Trust 

Arlene Mitchell

Melinda and Steve Wertheim

The Michael Klein Memorial Music  
and Hiddur Mitzvah Endowment
Janet Kolodner 

Sarah and Meyer Kolodner

The Mapal Legacy Society
The Mapal Legacy Society honors donors 
who have provided for Ramah Darom 
in their estate plans. Through gifts to the 
Mapal Legacy Society, donors significantly 
strengthen Ramah Darom’s endowment 
fund, providing a fiscal cornerstone for 
long-range plans, scholarship assistance 
and service to future generations of 
campers and adults. The Mapal Legacy 
Society helps guarantee that Ramah Darom 
continues to inspire individuals committed 
to building and sustaining a vibrant Jewish 
future.  

Adrienne and Julian Brook

Amy Ripps and Bruce Deerson

Lisa and Alan Engel

Lynn and Murray Friedman

Rosalind Ghertner

Harold Grinspoon

Barbara and Sandy Herman

Linda and Alan Hurst Family

Tobee and Leonard Kaplan

Shelley and Scott Kaplan

Lori and Ron Kirschner

Marcie and Barry Koffler

Sheri and Jimmy Krell   

Elaine and David Krueger

Jerald J. Labovitz

Bradley Laye

Marcia Goldstein and  
 Frederick R. Levick

Marci and Owen Linder

Barbara and Ted Mayden

Lynette and J.B. Mazer

Elana and Geoffrey Menkowitz

Debra and Scott Michaud

Judith Michaelson

Abraham Mitchell

Arlene and Mayer (z”l) Mitchell

Sharon and Jed Rosenfeld

Shelli Bank and Michael Rosenzweig

Ruthi and Gene Sacks

Rabbi Susan Tendler and Ross Sadoff

Sheila and Stanley A. Schwartz

Eric Singer

Gary Snyder

Gail and Ephraim Spielman

Denise and Alan Sussman

Ronnie and Howard Zandman

Melissa and Melvin Zivitz

Become a member of the Mapal Legacy 
Society! For more information, please  
contact Sharon Rosenfeld at 404-503-2129.

Lori and Barry Ripps 
Camper Parents

Camp Ramah Darom has had a  

profound impact on our family. As 

young Jewish parents in Pensacola 

committed to raising confident Jewish 

children, it was clear to us what makes a 

difference: Jewish day schools, trips  

to Israel and Jewish summer camp 

experiences. Living in a small town 

without a day school, trips to Israel and 

camp were the best way to impart a 

strong Jewish identity to our children.  

We found that Family Camp and  

summer camp at Ramah Darom 

changed our children’s worldview and 

self-view, connecting them to a broader 

Jewish world and exponentially  

expanding friendships with children 

from other Jewishly committed homes.  

At camp they learned to be independent 

and to be Jewish. The impact has  

been incredible.



Ramah Darom Officers 2010
Julian Brook – President
David Krueger – Executive Vice President
Debra Michaud – Vice President
Betty Behr – Treasurer   
Deborah Wiston – Secretary

Board of Directors

Rabbi Aaron Alexander
Larry Appel
Ted Blum
Barbara Brande 
Mark Cohen
Miriam Halachmi 
Sandy Herman 
Lori Kirschner* 
Barry Koffler 
Lauren Lebovitz 
Benjamin Meisler 
Arlene Mitchell
Barry Ripps
Eugene Sacks 
Sidney Schlusselberg
Bill Sholk 
Eric Singer* 
Ephraim Spielman* 
Alan Sussman 
Howard Zandman 

*Past President

Honorary Board Members

Murray Friedman* 
Leonard Kaplan 
J.B. Mazer 
Abe Mitchell 
Mayer Mitchell (z”l) 

Wayne L. Firestone 
President and CEO, Hillel:  

The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life

 Hillel is fortunate to host many of its 

annual conferences in such a stunning and 

sacred place, and I am proud of the  

meaningful and rewarding relationship 

Hillel has built with Ramah Darom.  

Our connection to camp is further  

expressed by the Makom Hillel prayer 

space, created as a Hillel service project at 

one of our recent Engagement Institutes. 

We take special pride knowing that  

Geoff Menkowitz, an extraordinary leader 

and educator and a treasured former  

Hillel employee, now directs  

Camp Ramah Darom.

Committee Chairs

Budget and Finance 
Betty Behr

Camp 
Debra Michaud 

Development 
Eric Singer 

Endowment 
Betty Behr 

Facilities 
Alan Sussman

Friends of Ramah Darom 
Barbara Brande

Governance 
Lori Kirschner

Green 
Eric Singer

Medical 
Sandy Herman

Personnel 
David Krueger

Retreat 
Howard Zandman
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6400 Powers Ferry Road, Suite 215
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
404-531-0801
www.ramahdarom.org

Tumbling Waters 
www.tumblingwaters.org
678-996-2830


