Cell Phones 2024
Environment at Camp Stone
· Campers know that Camp Stone is a place that is free from digital use. It is a place where being present in the moment and being free from digital distraction is who we are. 
· There are very strict rules for campers to maintain that environment. 
Let’s reflect on that: As a camper here, what was the benefit of that from your perspective, and if you weren’t a camper here, what was the benefit for you when you were in a different digital-free environment? Did you like that? What was great about it? What was challenging? 
Answer: some examples below…
(1) Ability to be more present 
(2) Ability to form deeper connections to others 
(3) Ability to focus on your job / task at hand  
(4) Ability to contribute socially to the Tzevet around you and the overall environment 
(5) Ability to be a better listener, a better friend 
(6) Ability to be a better counselor to campers
--------------
Our Challenge 
Our staff is treated differently from campers. We have rules around technology, but it isn’t technology free, and over the last five years it has become harder and harder to maintain the Avirah / Environment we aspire to here at Camp Stone with the presence of cell phones.  
We empower our staff with a tremendous amount of responsibility, and we trust you to do very high level work. You are in charge here. The camp is run by young adults, that’s you! 
Additionally, technology is a big part of everyone’s life. All of you are adults and exist in the real world outside of Camp Stone where that world demands your use of technology – at times in limited ways and at times in much more demanding ways. 
So how do we create the best environment, be the best versions of ourselves, but also solve this technological puzzle? 
DISCUSS 
We have spent the last 4 months workshopping this puzzle with our Roshim on two continents. As a 100 member Hanhalat Hamachane, we debated many different parts of this and had really powerful, challenging and ultimately fruitful conversation around the topic. 
Here is where we landed:  
